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A preacher was sent, who told the people of Auchtermuchty
that their town had been delivered over to the Devil for a prey;
and the inhabitants were electrified, they were charmed.

They were actually raving mad about the grand and sublime
truths delivered to them by this eloquent and impressive preacher
of Christianity. " He is a prophet of the Lord," said one, " sent
to warn us, as Jonah was sent to the Ninevites." . . . The good
people of Auchtermuchty were in perfect raptures with the
preacher, who has thus sent them to Hell by the slump* tag-rag,
and bobtail! Nothing in the world delights a truly religious
people so much as consigning them to eternal damnation.

Strange, that Hogg's critics and editors have taken no notice
of the satirical intent so deeply embedded in this grim story, and
have been content to regard it as merely a somewhat eccentric
specimen of the ordinary novel of terror!*

1 For instance, the latest editor, T. Earle Welby (Campion Reprints, No. x)>
1924.

VOL.   VI.